
11

State Policy Case Studies

Gwen Rose
The Vote Solar Initiative

www.votesolar.org
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Who we are

Mission: accelerate transition to RE economy 
by making solar mainstream
– Climate change
– Energy independence

Formed in 2001 after a successful campaign 
for $100 Million revenue bond in SF

In 2003 began to focus on state-level policies

Work as coalition, actively in 16 states

43,000 members throughout the US
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The Four Pillars Framework
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The story: grid parity & market transformation

Source: SAI Posture Plan, 2007
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grid parity & market transformation

Japanese Solar Program 1994-2005 
A Historic Success
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Design Objectives
• Create self-

sufficient industry

• Keep program costs 
as low as possible

• Stimulate demand
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How do the states rank?
State MW

California 87.1
New Jersey 16.4
Nevada 14.6
Colorado 12.5
New York 4.4
Arizona 2.8
Hawaii 2.4
Connecticut 1.8
Massachusetts 1.4
Oregon 1.1

Top 10 States in 2007

Source: Larry Sherwood, Sherwood Associates and 
IREC, WIREC presentation 3/5/08, Washington, D.C.
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CA story: incentives and rate design

CSI Goals: 
• 3000 MW by 2017 
• Create self-sufficient industry in 10 years
• Half of new homes with PV in 13 years
How:
• 10-year, $3.35B program
• Performance-based incentives that decline with 

volume
• Incentives for different sectors (diversity)
• 400 MW on production homes, 700MW in POU 

territory, rest in IOU territory
• Results…
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CA: Rate Design

Solar friendly tariffs with no demand 
charges
– Appropriately rewards solar for contributions 

during peak
– Allows system owners to enjoy economic 

benefit of production



Two Utilities, Two Tariffs

27,361
(18%)

75,151
(51%)PV Installations (kW)

5,51115,931PV Installations (#)

13.4612.87

Avg. retail rate 
residential 
(2003¢/kWh) 

28,687,00030,972,272MWh Sales

4,210,0004,410,000
#of Residential 
Accounts

SCEPG&E

Source: Developing State Solar PV Markets, CAP 2008
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NY story

Tremendous opportunity:
– High rates
– Load pockets
– Popular politically (100 MW by 2010)
– One of the early leaders in solar in the US, 

has lost the lead over past decade

Issues:
– Limited net metering law
– Interconnection barriers
– Limited incentive program
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Net metering trends: bigger & better

Sunshine State is 
catching up:
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Interconnection

FL IOU form: non-standard and 50 pages

New Jersey’s standard form
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THANK YOU!

Gwen Rose

The Vote Solar Initiative

www.votesolar.org

(415) 817-5060

gwen@votesolar.org
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